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ofan experimental character. They were two papers,
read only about a month before his death, ‘On
the Action of Carbonate of Ammonia on the Roots
of Plants’ and of the same substance on the
chlorophyll of plants. After the publication of his
“Origin of Species, the author developed his
theories in the ¢ Descent of Man,” ‘The Fertilisa-
tion of Orchids,’ ¢ The Expression of Emotion in
Man and Animals,’ and ‘ Movements and Habits
of Climbing Plants. In some of these works there

was thought to be a tendency to over-speculation,

great size ; it may be known by its white front,
covered with clusters of ivy. On the right hand of
the entrance-hall is the new library, which he built
for his books, and where, of late years, he read and
wrote; on the other side is a smaller apartment,
which was used previously as a stucy, and in which
most of his more important works were written.
| The drawingroom at the back looks out upon &
lawn such as many a country reclory pOSSesses,
with its mulberry-tree, and its verandah covered

and the theory that ‘man is

from a
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hairy quadruped, furnished with  tail and pointed
ears, probably arboreal in its habits,’ provoked a
good deal of easy ridicule: Some of the views of
Darwinians, especially the pedigrees of animals,
must appear strange till the world becomes familiar
with them ; but the great merit of the new doctrine
is that it has recreated zoology, botany; em-
bryology, and geology, and their kindred sciences.
Everything connected with the past and with the
future of man and of society is seen to be more or
less bound up in the questions of evolution, de-
yelopment, and descent.”

Downe Hall, which was for so many years the
residence of Darwin, is situated on the south side
of the village, about a quarter of a mile from the
church. It is an old-fashioned mansion, of no
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with creépers of all sorts and hues. In the further
part of the lawn a little grassy mound, carefully
railed in, marks the grave of the great naturalist’s
| favourite dog.

The manor of Downe Court, with its site, in the
reigns of Edward T. and IT., was the property and
residence of Richard de Downe. That family

ecame extinct before the middle of the reign of
ddward ITL, when the Petleys of Trowmer, in this
parish, became lords of the same.  From the Petleys
the estate was carried in marriage to the Mannings.
| It was later on sold to Sir Francis Carew, of
Beddington, since which time it had undergone
several changes of ownership before coming into

Dr, Darwin's hands.
In this neighbourhood has long lived another




