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any other place. House rent is ruinous,
servants’ wages most extravagant, and every
species of labour is paid for at the most exor-
bitant rate. ~As Gibraltar produces nothing,
the expense of transport, whether from afar
i or from the neighbourhood, is naturally
added to the original cost of every article of
1 1 food or clothing. It is true the inhabitants
! : are relieved from all direct taxation; but
from the above causes, the charge of house-
; keeping falls upon them most heavily, and
in increased degree, from the uncertainty or
{ occasional interruption of supplies, and the
1 continual and sometimes sudden demand from
shipping in the bay, arriving after long

voyages destitute of provisions.
It is certain that a family may live at Al-

geziras or San Roque for half the sum re-

i quired in Gibraltar; and the traveller on
i leaving it, has generally reason to declare it

a most expensive place; his dollars having




